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Coptic Textile Fragment

An ancient Coptic Egyptian wool and linen
textile fragment with an anthropomorphic
donkey set in a decorative border.

Egypt.
Ca. 500 - 900 AD.
Height: 2 3/4in. (6.9 cm).

Ancient Coptic textiles survive due to the arid Egyptian
environment. The textiles were usually of linen or wool with
designsin red, blue, yellow, green, purple, black and brown. The
dyes were derived from madder, indigo, woad, saffron, the
murex shell, and the kermes insect. The textiles were usually
parts of elaborate tunics. The garment was adopted in Egypt
during Roman rule.
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